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PATENT BREAKTHROUGH, UPHELD BY COURTS, 
COULD REVOLUTIONIZE INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW 
DAYTON, Ohio- Had the person who developed "just-in-time" manufacturing 
thought to apply for a patent, thousands of companies around the world could be paying him 
royalties. Ditto for the first one to think of franchising. 
The company that developed software for a "hub and spoke'' data-processing system 
to manage mutual fund investments did think of patenting key parts of the system. Its 
successful application bucked years of tradition that said business methods were not 
patentable, and a challenge in court was unsuccessful. In January, the U.S. Supreme Court let a 
lower court decision stand without comment. 
It's a re\·oiutionary development in intedec:ual property ~c.\\. :>,:t :.bout :::'.)0 attornevs 
will explore at the University of Dayton's 10th annual "Computer and Cyberspace Law" 
seminar June 11 in Keller Hall on campus. Other major addresses at the seminar will cover 
electronic commerce and Year 2000 issues. 
But it's the patent law issues that may have the most repercussions, said Robert A. 
Kreiss, law professor who directs the law and technology program at the UD School of Law 
and the seminar organizer. "The doctrine has been floating around forever that you can't patent 
business methods, and then somebody patented one, to the surprise of the majority of us. The 
rules have all changed, and business attorneys need to be aware of this. This opens up a wide 
range of possibilities." 
Kreiss said he expects others to follow the example set by Signature Financial Group, the 
Boston firm that patented key accounting systems in its software. "One company has already 
obtained a patent on a method of conducting online auctions," he said. "New methods of 
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gathering data for use or for storage could be patented. In the long run, this is going to be a huge 
issue." 
Major addresses at the seminar will cover patenting business methods as well as legal 
issues involving electronic commerce and new developments in copyrights for computers and 
cyberspace. Participants can also choose from among break-out sessions that will explore doing 
business online, patent law and Y2K issues such as disclosure strategies and potential litigation. 
The program will run from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday, June 11. Cost of attending is $340, 
which includes the course manual. Continuing legal education credit is pro\·ided, and a box 
lunch is included. Space is limited to 200 participants. For registration materials, call UD's law 
school at (937) 229-3325. 
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